
MANGROVE RESTORATION: 
LEVERAGING AND PROMOTING 

BEST PRACTICE

THE FRENCH FACILITY FOR GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT
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AIMS
The aim of this initiative is to work 
collaboratively, using lessons learned, 
to construct solid arguments for the 
importance of mangrove restoration 
and ways of restoring mangroves.

• To develop experience-
sharing through 
networking projects; to 
evaluate the different 
technologies deployed, their 
effectiveness, advantages, 
disadvantages and costs; to 
evaluate how they are adopted by 
the local communities and the benefits 
they deliver.

•  To add to scientific and technological knowledge 
through scientific monitoring in the area of 

mangrove restoration and green belts, focusing 
on conserving their functions, their capacities to 
mitigate the impacts of climate change and their 
role in carbon sequestration and storage.

RESOURCES
The initiative draws on local expertise - a group 
of specialists working in the projects on site - 
supported by national and international mangrove 
experts. Their mission is to foster cross-fertilisation 
between projects, to support scientific and technical 
monitoring, promote innovation, validate the 
initiative’s activities and to help publicise its work. 
They will help maximise dissemination of the 
initiative’s outcomes at international level and identify 
the key issues to guide the FFEM in its selection of 
future projects.

On both the scientific and communication level, 
the initiative will collaborate with a large number of 
partners involved in issues of climate change and in 
the field of education and communication.
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Mangroves play a major role in mitigating and 
regulating the impacts of climate change. They act as 
a bulwark against violent storms and contribute to 
carbon sequestration and storage. They are also vital 
for sustaining local communities, particularly in terms 
of providing habitats and nurseries for species used in 
local economic development.

For years, the French Facility for Global 
Environment (FFEM) has been supporting projects 
that strengthen coastal resilience and help coastal 
communities adapt to climate change. Through 
its Mangroves Initiative, the FFEM aims to develop 
experience-sharing between projects involved in 
protecting and regenerating mangrove coasts, and 
to leverage and promote their outcomes.

The Mangroves Initiative is currently focused on four 
FFEM projects that share a number of common factors 
and convergent aims running in different parts of 
the world: Asia, West Africa, Central America and the 
Indian Ocean. Mangrove conservation and restoration 
lies at the heart of these projects.

The Mangroves Initiative sees mangroves as a 
natural solution: one that can be supported by 
restoring the ecological functions of the mangroves 
and the environmental conditions and practices 
that encourage their natural regeneration, through 
ecological engineering, and solutions combining grey 
and green infrastructure.

PHILIPPINES
‘Strengthening coastal resilience to reduce disaster 
risk and adapt to climate change in small territories, 
incorporating green and grey infrastructure’
The project seeks to develop adaptation solutions 
by combining green infrastructure (solutions based 
on nature) with grey infrastructure (traditional civil-
engineering solutions) to strengthen the resilience of 
coastal communities in the Philippines.

COSTA RICA/BENIN
‘Restoration, conservation and sustainable 
management of mangroves in Costa Rica and Benin in 
the face of climate change’
The project involves transferring technologies and 
skills developed by the University of Campeche in 
Mexico to Costa Rica and Benin. The aim is to restore 
pilot mangrove sites, with a view to replicating the 
project on a larger scale.

WEST AFRICA
‘Monitoring coastal risks and soft solutions in Benin, 
Senegal and Togo’ (WACA programme)’
One strand of this project aims to implement pilot 
projects based on natural solutions in coastal 
protection alongside traditional planning solutions. 

WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN
‘Increasing the resilience of coastal ecosystems in the 
Indian Ocean through restoration and conservation’
The aim is to implement coastal ecosystem restoration 
and conservation projects to reduce the countries’ 
exposure to the effects of climate change and 
demonstrate the feasibility of adaptation based on 
coastal ecosystems. (This project is currently being 
launched).

THE PROJECT

BACKGROUND
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ACTIVITIES
SETTING UP A TECHNOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC 
MONITORING SYSTEM
This involves monitoring several mangrove restoration 
projects around the world, as well as practical guides 
and new technologies. This information will be 
provided by the experts and their network and through 
monitoring activities, and will be made publicly 
available on the initiative’s website.

FACILITATING KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER BETWEEN 
PROJECTS
Seminars will be organised each year at a different 
location. Their aim will be to discuss the experiences, 
methods and results of that particular project, but also 
to analyse the successes or failures of the projects, 
with a view to leveraging lessons learned across 
projects. A final seminar in France, involving everyone 
working on these topics, will present the results.

LEVERAGING AND PROMOTING THE RESULTS
The experiences will be documented at regular 
intervals during seminars and field visits in order to 
support the leveraging and communication tools. 
A final document will be produced in the form of a 
methodological guide containing the lessons learned.

The initiative will be promoted through:
 • its website: initiative-mangroves-ffem.com
 • factsheets on the tools and methods developed
 • the methodological guide
 • an illustrated publication, designed to appeal 
  to a wide audience, on the role of mangroves 
  and the experiences gained from the projects
 • production and dissemination of project 
  videos and photos
 • publication of the final seminar proceedings
 • exhibitions.

COMMUNICATION
A photojournalist will be involved in promoting the 
outcomes by taking photos and video footage of the 
projects and building up a database of images to 
support the communication tools.

RESEARCH
The initiative will draw on a piece of research 
developed as part of a thesis jointly supported by 
the Centre for Functional and Evolutionary Ecology 
in Montpellier, France, and the CREOCEAN research 
consultancy. 

Ph
ot

o:
 @

 A
le

xi
s R

os
en

fe
ld

  (
Co

st
a 

Ri
ca

)

www.initiative-mangroves-ffem.com 

CONTACTS
FFEM Programme Director: 

Janique ETIENNE

Project manager: 
Catherine GABRIE

contact@initiative-mangroves-ffem.com


